Comparing borderline definitions: DSM-III borderline and schizotypal personality disorders.
Compared the two types of borderline disorder formally defined by DSM-III, borderline personality disorder and schizotypal personality disorder, at the diagnostic category and individual criterion level. Unlike previous research in this area, which has focused on inpatient and outpatient populations, the sample was a psychometrically defined, nonpatient sample including Ss meeting DSM-III criteria for each disorder. The results indicated that the two diagnostic categories each define a type of borderline with distinctive combinations of features. Perceptual and cognitive distortion, however, seem to be present in both and define an area of overlap between the two disorders. The implications of these findings for the revision of the SPD diagnostic criteria in DSM-III-R are discussed, and the theoretical separation of two subtypes of borderline personality is affirmed.